ZOOLOGICAL NOTE

In the lists that follow, my colleagues in the zoological and
entomological departments of the Museum give details of the
various groups of animals as far as it has been possible to work
them out at present. It must be pointed out, however, that it
in no way detracts from the interest or importance of a specimen
if we are not yet in a position to decide finally as to its appropriate
specific or subspecific name. For example, the Fennec Fox,
obtained by Mr. Thomas, will almost certainly require a new
name, but Captain Dollman very wisely refrains from calling it
a new species or subspecies until it has been possible to bring
together, and subject to critical examination, all the ^available
material of these animals from Africa and Northern Arabia.

Perhaps the most important result of this expedition, so far
as zoology is concerned, has been to demonstrate the absence
of any Oriental (Indian) elements in the fauna, even in this south
central region of Arabia, where, if anywhere, their presence might
have been expected. Even the Indian wolf, which we knew already
from Muscat and Aden, does not represent such an Oriental
element, for it is a species of distinctly palaearctic affinities which
extends into India from the north.

NOTES ON THE NATURAL HISTORY COLLECTIONS

by members of the Staff of the British Museum (Natural
History).

These notes are made after a first examination of the specimens*
Further investigation will be required before it can be decided
how many new species there are in the collection, but probably
some twenty or more, including a fox, a snake, and various
insects, will have to be described.

A. BIRDS. ByN. B. Kinnear, M.B.O.U. (With acknowledgments

to The Ibis).

Mr. Bertram Thomas, in the beginning of 1930, made a
preliminary journey into the Rub' al Khali as far as the edge of
the sands of Al 'Ain. During this journey he was accompanied
by his secretary, 'AH Muhammad, who had been taught to skin>
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